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IMPORTANT 
 
 

 

A Different Mission 
 
 

When the 1960’s arrived, the Navy had left the hangar at Niagara Falls.  The New 
York Army National Guard had moved in.  This resulted in a change in the aircraft 

that were based there.  Army aircraft are primarily tasked with supporting the 
troops on the ground so a variety of different aircraft were involved. 

 

L-19 Cessna O-1 Bird Dog 

 

Many of the Army fixed-wing aircraft were referred to as “L-Birds” due to their 
Liaison designation.  Duties included reconnaissance and delivering ordinance, food, 



troops and medical supplies.  The L-19 (later designated Cessna O-1) Bird Dog 

adapted to a role to be referred to as a Forward Air Controller.  Their slow speed 
allowed them to observe the enemy and advise other assets to engage them.  

Flares and rockets were employed to identify the positions. 
 

Cessna developed the aircraft from their model 170.  Changes were implemented to 
improve visibility and provide effective radio communications.  The all metal aircraft 

was powered by six cylinder Continental engines of 470 cubic inches.  Power was 
delivered to a fixed-pitch propeller.  Local pilot Bill Papich has a Bird Dog wing in his 

barn – he has lost the fuselage. 
 

 
L-20 De Havilland Canada DHC-2 Beaver 

 

A much heavier aircraft was the L-20 Beaver.  The De Havilland Canada DHC-2 
Beaver was powered by a Pratt and Whitney R-985 radial engine that provided 450 

horsepower.  The aircraft design incorporated provisions to provide STOL (Short 
Take Off and Landing) characteristics.  In military dress the Beaver was able to seat 

7 passengers.  Eventually, many of them found their way into civilian hands.  It 
continues to be a popular aircraft for bush flying and sky diving.  Some have been 

re-engined with a turbine and even ELECTRIC power.  Students at Burgard 
Vocational High School were able to conduct repairs to one of the type sufficient to 

allow engine run-up. 

 



 
Hiller OH-23 Raven 

 
The Hiller OH-23 Raven was able to be reconfigured from a 2 seat, 3 and even 4 

seat light observation helicopter.  The Raven was somewhat similar to the Bell 47 
and was often tasked with the same missions.  It flew Med-Evac missions with litter 

patients as shown in the MASH TV series.  Hiller Aircraft (later Fairchild) decided the 
aircraft would be powered by a six cylinder Lycoming engine of 435 cubic inches.  

Local pilot Jeff Jacobi operated one in full Army olive drab. 

 
The unit later transitioned to the Bell HU-1 “Huey” - But that another tale. 

 

Ron Ciura 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessna_O-1_Bird_Dog 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Canada_DHC-2_Beaver 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiller_OH-23_Raven 
 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessna_O-1_Bird_Dog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Canada_DHC-2_Beaver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiller_OH-23_Raven


 
 

https://niagaraaerospacemuseum.org/visit-the-museum/ 

 

Open Saturday and Sunday 11-4PM and by appointment. 

 
The Niagara Aerospace Museum, located to the left of the terminal at the Niagara 

Falls Airport, recently celebrated its 25th year documenting the incredible aviation 
and space history of Western New York, ranging from the rocket engine that lifted 

all twelve Apollo astronauts off the moon to the Bell X-1 that Chuck Yeager flew to 
break the sound barrier 

 

 
 

 

EVENT CALENDAR 
 
 

March 2025 
 
 

4th. – Airframe & Powerplant Course #7 - Classes are held every Tuesday @ 
6:30 PM in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 4343 

Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY. 

 
5th. - EAA Chapter 44 continues the Baby Ace Restoration sessions on every 

Wednesday at 6PM.  You are welcome to observe and pitch in! 
 

11th. - Airframe & Powerplant Course #8 - Classes are held every Tuesday @ 
6:30 PM in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 4343 

Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY. 
 

12th. - EAA Chapter 46 March Meeting starts at 5:30 PM at Lancaster Airport 
(KBQR), 4343 Walden Ave, Lancaster, NY 14086.  We will provide the pizza, water 

and soda – you are welcome to bring your own drinks.  James Cox, ATC Manager at 
BUF will be the guest speaker.  See below for details. 

 
13th. - EAA44’s IMC/VMC club, which meets at 7PM in the SAC.  It’s open to 

anyone (not just EAA44 members), and is a great low-effort way of learning from 

https://niagaraaerospacemuseum.org/visit-the-museum/


one another and having some hangar-flying fun.  EAA national provides two 

professional-quality videos every month, each of which gives a flying scenario and 
poses the question “what would you do in that scenario?”. 

 
18th. - Airframe & Powerplant Course #9 - Classes are held every Tuesday @ 

6:30 PM in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 4343 
Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY. 

 
18th. - EAA Chapter 44 meeting starts with dinner at 6:30 PM ($5) with 

presentation to follow at 7:30 PM by Austin Hancock, who will tell us the story of 
Lyle Pennington, a Rochester-native Tuskegee Airman.  Join us at Sport Aviation 

Center, EAA Chapter 44 located at 44 Eisenhauer Drive, Brockport, NY 14420, 
Ledgedale Airpark (7G0). 

 

20th. - Aero Club of Buffalo meets at Risottos Italian Eatery and Sweetery, 930 
Maple Road, Amherst NY 14221 for 6PM cash bar, 7PM dinner ($35) with a 
presentation afterwards by four times Air Race Classic Pilot Mary Mattocks.  See below 
for more details. 
 

20th. - EAA Chapter 674 meets at GVA third Thursday of every month, 7 PM at 
the clubhouse, 2501 Gaines Waterport Road, Albion, NY.  Anyone interested in 

aviation, discussing airplanes, local aviation events, helping out, etc. - call EAA 
Chapter 674 at 585-750-3795. 

 
25th. - Airframe & Powerplant Course #10 - Classes are held every Tuesday @ 

6:30 PM in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 4343 
Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The March 2025 Issue of the Akron Flyer by Allen Kidder is now available and 
includes Discovery Flights and the many interesting airplanes that landed at Akron 

Jesson Field.  There are more of Mike Westphal’s photos including the A-10 Warthog 
tank killer.  Furthermore there are great photos from Dr. Ludwig van Hoven of the 

very active US Air Force Academy soaring program in Colorado Springs! 
 

The March 2025 issue of Vectors for Safety by Gene Benson is now available and 
has an Old Pilot Tips video on go-arounds and continues presenting several of his 

Accident Analyses with graphic photos: 
https://www.vectorsforsafety.com/blog/vectors-for-safety-march-2025 

 
You may not be aware that Gene has 81 videos on his website for your viewing!  

See:  https://www.youtube.com/@GeneBensonAviation/featured 
 

EAA Chapter 44 news:  https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa44/newsletters. 

 

https://www.vectorsforsafety.com/blog/vectors-for-safety-march-2025
https://www.youtube.com/@GeneBensonAviation/featured
https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa44/newsletters


EAA Chapter 46 news:  https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa46/newsletters. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Here are some of EAA’s Webinars scheduled for March: 

https://eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS / LINKS 

 
 

Airframe & Powerplant Course 
 

Thirteen week semester, class #7 is on March 4th. 2025.  Classes are held every 

Tuesday evening in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 
4343 Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY.  Start time is 6:30 PM and the class 

is three hours, ending at 9:30 PM.  This Spring Semester continues the topic of 
Aircraft Powerplants. 

 
While intended to assist in obtaining the A&P Certificate, these courses are helpful 

to anyone operating or maintaining light aircraft.  You are invited to stop in for a 
night and see if it meets your expectations before registering. 

 
Questions? 

Ron Ciura   magman366@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

EAA Chapter 46 March Meeting 
 

Wednesday March 12th, 5:30pm 
 

Lancaster Airport (KBQR), 4343 Walden Ave, Lancaster, NY 14086. 
 

James Cox is the Air Traffic Control Manager at the Buffalo Niagara International 
Airport, and we are fortunate to have him and several other controllers meeting 

with us at our Chapter 46 meeting on March 12, 2025 where they will provide us an 

opportunity to learn what controllers do, how they do it, and what they would like 
to hear from us as we fly. This is also an excellent chance for us to ask the 

controllers questions we may have about any aspect of interacting with ATC to 
make our on-the-air interactions with them brief, complete, helpful and easily 

understood.  

https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa46/newsletters
https://eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars
mailto:magman366@gmail.com


 

The format of this meeting will not be a usual presentation format, but instead, 
after a brief introduction, most of the meeting will focus on questions from the 

audience regarding anything related to air traffic control, flying techniques, 
procedures, communications, regulations, aerodynamics or any other aviation 

related questions asked or submitted by the audience.  If you have any questions - 
and what pilot doesn’t - this is a perfect opportunity to have your questions 

answered by these experts. 
 

There are be 3 ways to ask your questions: 
 

1. You can raise your hand at the meeting and ask a question. 
2. You can write your question on an index card we will provide and leave it on 

the speaker’s table before the meeting, or pass it to the speakers during the 
meeting. 

3. You can submit your question via email to me at tmx455@gmail.com up to 

two days before the meeting.  I will then de-identify your question and 
forward it on to the speakers for them to answer at the meeting. 

 
This month, we are once again doing something new.  The meeting will begin 

earlier at 5:30 PM with pizza and water bottles and soda (If you prefer, feel free to 
bring anything else to drink).  James Cox’s Q&A session will follow at 6:30 PM.  The 

meeting is free and open to anyone with an interest in aviation. 
 

 

 
 



 
 



 

 

 

 

Aero Club of Buffalo 
Oldest Aero Club in America, Second Oldest in the World 

 

MARCH 2025 
 

AERO CLUB OF BUFFALO MEMBER INFORMATION 
 

TO:  WESTERN NEW YORK AVIATION ORGANIZATIONS AND FLIGHT SCHOOLS 
 

The Aero Club of Buffalo is pleased to announce that it is offering two $2,500 scholarship  
awards to students who are planning a career in the field of aviation.   
 

  #1  The Fran Bainbridge Flight Training Scholarship 
Funding for this Scholarship is generously supported by the Aero Club of Buffalo Members  

This scholarship will be awarded to a flight student pursuing a pilot license or higher 
certificate. 
 

For PRIMARY FLIGHT TRAINING each applicant must have proof of 15 hours of 
flight instruction logged, by providing a copy of the last 2 pages of the log book (to include 

the endorsement of solo flight if completed), a Medical Certificate and a FAA Student pilot 
certificate. (It is not necessary to have completed solo flight for this scholarship 
application). 

For ADVANCED FLIGHT TRAINING the applicant requires a copy of the FAA pilot certificate, 
a current medical certificate and a copy of the last 2 pages of the log book. Please Indicate 

the rating for which you are seeking funds i.e. Instrument, Multi engine, Commercial etc. 
 

$2500 to a flight student pursuing a pilot or higher certificate  
Applicants for this scholarship must be between the ages of 17-25 and be a permanent 
resident or student living within the WNY region as specified in the application criteria.   

 
  #2     The Aero Club of Buffalo Aeronautical-Aviation Scholarship  

Funding for this Scholarship is generously supported by the Aero Club of Buffalo Members  
This $2500 scholarship is designed for candidates planning a career in the field of aviation, 
to include, but not limited to: A & P mechanic, aerospace engineer, airport manager, 

aviation educator, air traffic controller, and commercial or airline pilot. This scholarship is 
offered to endorse and assist the candidate’s efforts in pursuing their education/career in 

aviation.  Funds awarded may be used for the purpose of related books, materials, aircraft 
rent and instructor time or tuition expenses. * Candidates for this scholarship must be 



between the ages of 17-25 and be a permanent resident or student living within the WNY 
region as specified in the application criteria.  

 
Second and third place winners will receive dinner for two at a future ACOB meeting.  

Please note all candidates will receive a free one-year membership to the Aero Club of 
Buffalo. 
 

Please assist us by forwarding this information to individuals who may be interested in 
applying for one of these scholarships.  For a complete application, selection criteria or 

additional information please contact Pamela Crassidis: pcrassidis@gmail.com.  Full 
Application information may also be found at aeroclubofbuffalo.org. Application deadline is 
April 13, 2025.   

 
Award winners will be officially recognized at the Niagara Aerospace Museum’s Hall of Fame 

Dinner to be held May 9, 2025. 
 

To donate to these wonderful scholarships or for membership information 

please email the Aero Club of Buffalo at aeroclubofbuffalo@gmail.com.  
 
We look forward to this very exciting year of awarding two scholarships!  Please check our 
website for more details and application forms:  www.aeroclubofbuffalo.org 

 
 

With best regards, 
 

Mary (Willy) Mattocks, 90th President 

Pamela Crassidis, Scholarship Chair 

 

 

 

 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN AIRFIELDS AND MUSEUMS TOUR 
 

To the Aero Club of Buffalo members, guests and those interested in the Battle of 
Britain: 

 
Austin Beach, who presented at the Aero Club dinner last November on the Battle of 

Britain, Jared Cummings and I are planning a tour of Battle of Britain Airfields, 
associated Museums, aircraft and other centers of interest. We plan to make it a 

seven day tour around the English countryside to these areas above. The tour will 
be limited to not more than 20 people and will be conducted the last week of 

August or the first week of September this year 2025. Austin will be our Guide.  
More details as to the Museums and airfields selected will be presented in the next 

2 weeks. Accommodation and transportation will be arranged from either Gatwick 
or Heathrow to the hotel and to the museums. Your flight to and from Gatwick or 

Heathrow is up to you to arrange for yourselves as you may want to come earlier 
and stay later. If you are interested in this tour, please indicate to me, Willy (Mary) 

Mattocks 716 435 6132 (cell) phone or text or e-Mail mmattock@daemen.edu 

mailto:pcrassidis@gmail.com
http://www.aeroclubofbuffalo.org/
mailto:mmattock@daemen.edu


 

 

 
 

WNY AeroMail issue #99 
 
Please note that e-Mail submissions of any type for the next issue of WNY AeroMail 

must have “#99 ” in the subject line.  You do not need the quotation marks but you 
do need to have a space after the number 99.  Send submissions by March 28th. to 

Both christopher.koch@gmail.com & magman366@gmail.com 
 

Thanks, Chris 
 

 

 
 

mailto:christopher.koch@gmail.com
mailto:magman366@gmail.com


 



 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 
 

Helpful Basic Med Links 

 
 

December 2024 changes made through the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024: 

 

- Pilots can carry up to six passengers, increasing the total number of 

occupants in the aircraft to seven 

- Takeoff weight increased from 6,000 lbs. to 12,500 lbs. 

- Pilot examiners can conduct flight checks in aircraft covered by BasicMed 

- The duration of the comprehensive medical examination is determined using 

calendar months 

- Transport category rotorcraft certified to airworthiness standards under part 29 are not 

covered by BasicMed  

 
https://www.aopa.org/advocacy/pilots/medical/basicmed 

 

https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certification/basic_med/ 
 

Here is the form for your Doctor to complete: 
 

https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Form/FAA_Form_8700-2_.pdf 
 

 

 
 

 

ITEMS FOR LEASE, SALE OR WANTED 

 

 

 

 

 

Cessna C-150 N8503G For Sale $35,000 
Owner:  David Pynn 

4227.91 TTIS, 1131.98 Tach 
Royalton Airport 

716-628-2128 
716-772-2659 

https://www.aopa.org/advocacy/pilots/medical/basicmed
https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certification/basic_med/
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Form/FAA_Form_8700-2_.pdf


   
 

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

Batavia Flying Club - Seeking a Skyhawk!  Are you an aircraft owner (or do you 
know someone) that would be interested in a leaseback opportunity to a local flying 

club starting May 2025?  Please contact Jenn Prutsman-Pfeiffer at 716.474.3483 if 
you would like to find out more about this opportunity.   

 



 

 

 
For Sale 

 
2 Luscombes, 1- 7AC Champ (rusted fuselage) and 1 J-3 partial completed. 

LOTS of Cub parts. Too many to list. Darrell Panike, Canandaigua 585 738 8264 

 

 

 
 

T-Hangar for Rent at Lancaster Airport.  Get your plane out of the snow or off the 
grass and fly all winter.  Available from Oct 01, 2024 through May 31, 2025.  

Shorter term may be possible.  Blacktop floor, electricity, & electric door.  Plowed 

regularly.  Door opening 41.5 ft x 12 ft.  Rent is $270 per month.  Contact Steve 
Niesciur @ cell: 214-762-1828 or e-Mail: scaaty44@aol.com 

 

 

 

 
For Sale: my 1946 Globe Swift GC-1B 

145 hp.  Low time airframe and mid time engine.  Ken Moses cell: 585 353 4666 
 

 
 

Also: Perry Warsaw Airport (01G) has hangar space available.  We have several 

spots up to and including a light twin.  Ken Moses, Airport Manager 

call 585 353 4666 for details. 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Wanted: Lycoming O-235C, contact Ron Ciura: magman366@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Aircraft Items and Tools For Sale 
 

 

1. Pilot PA-400T 4 Place Intercom - $125.00 
2. David Clark H-10-66 Helicopter Dual Military/Civilian Headset - $275.00 

3. David Clark H-10-56 Helicopter Headset - $275.00 
4. David Clark H-10-40 Airplane Headset - $275.00 

5. Hydraulic Mule 0-1500 PSI - $1000.00 - Used on T-6, P-51, B-25 
6. Aircraft 4130 Steel Tubing and Channel, enough to build a J-3 - $1000.00 

7. Mooney Gear Rigging Tools - each tool cost $1300.00, $500.00 each tool. 
8. Aircraft Gas Powered Tug - Up to 15,000 lbs. Single Engine to Light Jet - new 

tires, tubes, carburetor installed. $2000.00 
9. Engine Overhaul Stand with assorted adapters. $350.00 

10. Aircraft Jumper Cables - $100.00 
11. Tail Wheel Aircraft Tow - $200.00 

12. Sensenich Propeller Test Club - $750.00 
MAN CAVE or HANGAR DISPLAY ITEMS: 

13. Flight Data Recorder: Make Offer 

14. Omega Navigation System: Make Offer 



15. Hartzell Propeller HC-12X20C-3 

 
Contact: Paul D. Faltyn 

716-807-2692 or PDFpilot@aol.com 
 

 

 
 

Aries in Flight Ground School Services - My name is Elisabeth Tate.  I am an 
Advanced Ground Instructor.  I offer affordable lessons online via Zoom or in-

person at Akron-Jesson FBO.  Please visit my website for more information and 
contact information.  https://elisabethtate.wixsite.com/ariesinflight 

 

 
George Ezzo, A&P IA at the Buffalo - Lancaster Airport (BQR) has purchased new 

equipment to balance Propellers.  The fees are $250 fixed pitch and $300 Constant 
Speed.  You can contact him at 716 860 6044 during normal business hours. 

 
 

Protect your passengers and yourself from COVID 19.  Aircraft Disinfection 
Service    ehartman48@yahoo.com    716-946-8192 

 
 

Cherokees, 172s and other aircraft for sale wanted.  Send details to Ron at 
Magman366@gmail.com who will relay to buyer. 

 

 

 
 

We Highly Recommend: 
 
 

 
Visit Niagara Aerospace Museum’s website:  https://niagaraaerospacemuseum.org/ 

 
 

Do you periodically read “Vectors for Safety”?  Join Gene Benson’s mailing list:  
https://www.genebenson.com/#join-my-mailing-list  Also check out his websites at 

https://www.vectorsforsafety.com/ and https://www.genebenson.com/ 
 

 

If you don’t receive the monthly Akron Flyer newsletter, contact Allen Kidder 
AllenKidder@Gmail.com  and request to be placed on the subscription list or simply 

signup on the website:  https://www.akronairportny.com/newsletter-signup 
 

 

mailto:PDFpilot@aol.com
https://elisabethtate.wixsite.com/ariesinflight
mailto:ehartman48@yahoo.com
mailto:Magman366@gmail.com
https://niagaraaerospacemuseum.org/
https://www.genebenson.com/#join-my-mailing-list
https://www.genebenson.com/
mailto:AllenKidder@Gmail.com
https://www.akronairportny.com/newsletter-signup


Akron Airport’s website:  https://www.akronairportny.com/ and 

https://www.airnav.com/airport/9G3 
 

 
Check out the National Warplane Museum in Geneseo, NY - 

https://nationalwarplanemuseum.com/ 
 

 
Wings Flights of Hope:  https://www.wingsflight.org 

 
 

Further info on abandoned Airfields:  www.airfields-freeman.com 
 

 
Jeff Brook’s “My Fokker DVII Project” - 

http://www.theaerodrome.com/forum/showthread.php?t=24887 

 
 

Mike Busch’s Savvy Aviation:  https://www.savvyaviation.com/about-us/ 
 

 

 
The Aero Club of Buffalo 

 

 
 
Please make note of the following: Our phone number is (716) 901-6126 and our 

mailing address is PO Box 676, Williamsville, NY 14231.  The club's e-Mail address 
is aeroclubofbuffalo@gmail.com. 

Regards, 

Willy Mattocks 
 

 
 

Notes from Ron Ciura (the Reporter): 

 

https://www.akronairportny.com/
https://nationalwarplanemuseum.com/
https://www.wingsflight.org/
http://www.airfields-freeman.com/
http://www.theaerodrome.com/forum/showthread.php?t=24887
https://www.savvyaviation.com/about-us/


 
 

 

 

 
We are looking for local aviation history and articles!  Send them to Ron Ciura at 

Magman366@Gmail.com. 
 

We all know that WNY has many unique Aircraft, Pilots & Stories.  If you know of 
anything unique, please send it to Magman366@gmail.com 

 
Some AeroMail points you should know: 

 
 If you have a message you wish to have added to AeroMail then send it to me 

- the earlier the better. 

 Advertisements will be posted for three issues unless you request an 
extension. 

 If you wish to respond to any content, contact the content provider, not Ron 
Ciura! 

 If you no longer wish to receive the "Aviation-Only Mail" please let me know 
why & I will subsequently remove you from the List. 

 
Thanks, 

Ron 
 

“Flying is a hobby I participate in to prevent becoming wealthy!” 

 

"A mile of highway gets you nowhere - A mile of runway gets you everywhere" 
 

 

 
 

mailto:Magman366@Gmail.com
mailto:Magman366@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Production Editor:    Christopher Koch  christopher.koch@gmail.com 

mailto:christopher.koch@gmail.com

