
February 01, 2026 
 

 

WNY AeroMail #109 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT 
 
 

 

Elias & Bro 
 
 

The Buffalo Evening News headline of August 10, 1926 read; “Buffalo holds First 
Place In plane industry”!  That’s really quite a statement from a century ago. 

 
Anyone familiar with the history of the industry at that time will recognize the 

names Glen, Larry and Rueben.  Not too many will be aware of Gabriel and 
Abraham.  They were the Elias brothers of “G. Elias and Bro Inc.” which was 

another entry in the aircraft development and production sector.  Their 200,000 ft² 

location at 955 Elk Street employed about 200 people. 
 

Notable aircraft included: 
 

 
Elias TA-1 Trainer Aircraft 

 



 
Elias EM-1 & EM-2 

 

The EM-1 and EM-2 were designed to a US Marine Corps and Navy requirement for 
a “Expeditionary Aircraft”.  The 400 HP Liberty 12 inline engine design was 

operational on floats or wheels. 
 

 
ES-1 “ Commercial” 

 
A rather unusual aircraft is the Elias-ES-1 “Commercial”.  The 5 place aircraft was 

unique for a biplane with cantilever wings and interplanetary struts. 
 



 
NBS-3 

 

The Elias XNBS-3 was said to be the 2nd largest bomber in the world at that time.  
There were several variants. 

 

 
EC-1 Aircoupe & EC-2 Airsport 

 

The Elias EC-1 Aircoupe and EC-2 Airsport were similar aircraft.  The EC-1 had a 

closed cockpit while the EC-2 was open cockpit. 
 

 
M-1 Mailplane 

 
One–off plane built for the US Postal Service. 

 
The company expanded into the propeller business as well.  One example of a 17-

1/2 foot diameter unit designed for the RS-1 Goodyear-Zeppelin dirigible is in the 
Niagara Aerospace Museum. 

 



The Great Depression in 1929, Gabriel Elias died in 1930 and then Abraham Elias 

died from an automobile accident in 1933 which led to the 1934 Bankruptcy filing of 
Elias Aircraft and Manufacturing Corporation. 

 
 

Ron 
 

*Thank you to Paul Faltyn for suggesting Roy Lindberg’s book “Lesser Known Aircraft and 

Manufacturing Companies of Western New York”. 

 

 

 
 

Reminder:  March submissions for WNY AeroMail #110 

due 02/26/26 
 

 

 
 

 
 

"Sim vs Aircraft - Saturday Power Hour Lesson" 

Topic: CFI Strategy Session - Sim vs Aircraft - and What to Do First 
On Saturday, February 7, 2026 at 12 PM 

Select Number: WP07140758 https://cfibootcamp.kartra.com/page/FAA-Wings-2025 

 

Creating an account is the only way to receive FAASTeam credit for these courses 

and seminars.  It also gives you access to: 
 

- The latest updates and guidance from the FAA 
- Additional online courses and in-person seminars 

- Current “hot topics” in aviation safety 
- Your personal training history and certificates 

 
If you don’t already have an account, it only takes a few minutes to set one up—

and it’s well worth it.  Go to: www.FAAsafety.gov today and click on Create an Account 

https://cfibootcamp.kartra.com/page/FAA-Wings-2025
http://www.faasafety.gov/


 
 

 

 
 



 

EVENT CALENDAR 
 

 

February 2026 
 

 
3rd. - Airframe & Powerplant Course #01 - Classes are held every Tuesday @ 

6:30 PM in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 4343 
Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY – see attachment below. 

 
4th. - EAA Chapter 44 continues the Baby Ace Restoration sessions on every 

Wednesday at 6PM.  You are welcome to observe and pitch in! 
 

10th. - Airframe & Powerplant Course #02 - Classes are held every Tuesday @ 

6:30 PM in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 4343 
Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY. 

 
11th. - EAA Chapter 46 Wednesday Meeting starts at 5:30 PM at Lancaster Airport 

(KBQR), 4343 Walden Ave, Lancaster, NY 14086.  We will provide the pizza, wings, 
water and soda pop – you are welcome to bring your own drinks.  So join your 

friends and make new friends - this meeting is free and open to anyone with an 
interest in aviation. 

 
12th. - EAA Ch44 IMC/VMC club meeting, 7PM – 8:30PM in the SAC (Sport 

Aviation Center of WNY, 44 Eisenhauer Drive, Brockport NY 14420). 
 

12th. - EAA Ch44 and Austin Hancock presents “How to Fly Lucy Gal”.  It is a 
warbird pilot’s ground school series derived from WWII-era training materials held 

at 7PM in the SAC (Sport Aviation Center of WNY, 44 Eisenhauer Drive, Brockport 

NY 14420). 
 

15th. - EAA Chapter 674 meets on the third Thursday of every month at 7 PM.  
Join us in the clubhouse of Gaines Valley Airport, 2501 Gaines Waterport Road, 

Albion, NY.  See below for details.  Jean Depatie, jdepatie@rochester.rr.com 
 

17th. – Airframe & Powerplant Course #03 - Classes are held every Tuesday @ 
6:30 PM in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 4343 

Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY. 
 

17th. – EAA Chapter 44 dinner at 6:30 PM in the SAC with guest speaker to be 
determined. 

 
18th. – Mercy Flight is holding the next WNY Pilots' forum at 7:00 p.m.  The 

topic is Component Failures.  Contact Richard Middaugh rmiddaughcfii@yahoo.com 

for details. 

mailto:jdepatie@rochester.rr.com
mailto:rmiddaughcfii@yahoo.com


 

19th. – Aero Club of Buffalo meets at Risottos Italian Eatery and Sweetery, 930 
Maple Road, Amherst NY 14221 for dinner (bar opens at 6 PM) with presentation on the 
Curtiss P-40 Warhawk by NAM’s Trustee Jim van Oss.  See attachment below for details. 
 
21st. – Oncore Aviation Foreflight Master Class from 2–6PM.  See attachment 

below for registration and details. 
 

24th. – Airframe & Powerplant Course #04 - Classes are held every Tuesday @ 
6:30 PM in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 4343 

Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY. 

 
26th. - Rochester FSDO Virtual Aviation Maintenance Seminar is Back!  Zoom link will be 
provided soon through your FAASafety.gov account.  See attachment below for details. 

 

 

 

 
The February 2026 Issue of the Akron Flyer by Allen Kidder is now available and 

includes many interesting people and airplanes that landed this month at Akron 

Jesson Field along with Mike Westphal’s many photos this month of the 
Aeromaritime Super Guppy (based on the Boeing C-97) visiting BUF.  There is also 

a very interesting article on Mohawk Airlines. 
 

The February 2026 issue of Vectors for Safety by Gene Benson is now available 
with Old Pilot Tips episode #39 including Cognitive Tunneling, a link to his newest 

feature “Squawking Human” and continues presenting three of his Accident 
Analyses with graphic photos: 

https://www.vectorsforsafety.com/blog/vectors-for-safety-february-2026 
 

You may not be aware that Gene has 97 videos on his website for your viewing!  
See:  https://www.youtube.com/@GeneBensonAviation/featured 

 
EAA Chapter 44 news:  https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa44/newsletters. 

 

EAA Chapter 46 news:  https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa46/newsletters. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Here are some of EAA’s Webinars scheduled for February: 
https://eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

https://www.vectorsforsafety.com/blog/vectors-for-safety-february-2026
https://www.youtube.com/@GeneBensonAviation/featured
https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa44/newsletters
https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa46/newsletters
https://eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars


ATTACHMENTS / LINKS 
 
 

 

 

 

Airframe & Powerplant Course 
 

Eleven week semester, class #01 is on February 03, 2026.  Classes are held every 
Tuesday evening in the Terminal building at the Buffalo-Lancaster Airport (BQR), 

4343 Walden Ave in the Town of Lancaster, NY.  Start time is 6:30 PM and the class 
is three hours, ending at 9:30 PM.  The topic for this Spring Semester is Airframe. 

 
While intended to assist in obtaining the A&P Certificate, these courses are helpful 

to anyone operating or maintaining light aircraft.  You are invited to stop in for a 
night and see if it meets your expectations before registering. 

 

New Students:  Please contact Ron Ciura at 716-560-7205 (text / call) or 
magman366@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:magman366@gmail.com


 
 



 
 



 

 
 

Rochester FSDO Virtual Aviation Maintenance Seminar is Back! 
(Often referred to as the Quarterly IA Meeting) 

 
SAVE THE DATE:  Thursday, February 26, 2026, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

 
Topic: Field Approvals, Major Repairs, and Major Alterations 

 

Join us for an informative and practical FAASTeam seminar led by Scott Fohrman from the 
FAA Academy in Oklahoma City. Scott is the FAA’s Subject Matter Expert on Field 
Approvals, Major Repairs, and Major Alterations. 

 
During the seminar, Scott will walk us through how repairs, alterations, and changes to 

type design are classified, why those classifications matter, and how they affect approval 
for return to service. He will use real-world examples and address common questions 
mechanics encounter in day-to-day maintenance. 

 
This seminar is designed to help mechanics better understand the field approval process 

and the FAA’s role in supporting safe, compliant maintenance. 
 
The seminar is open to A&P mechanics, Inspection Authorization (IA) holders, Repairmen, 

and up-and-coming technicians who want a deeper understanding of field approvals, major 
repairs, and major alterations. Please past this invitation to others that maybe interested!!! 

 
Zoom link will be provided soon in your FAASafety.gov account! 

 
AND a friendly reminder to be sure you have an active account set up on FAAsafety.gov 
Creating an account is the only way to receive FAASTeam credit for these courses and 

seminars.  It also gives you access to: 
 

- The latest updates and guidance from the FAA 

- Additional online courses and in-person seminars 
- Current “hot topics” in aviation safety 

- Your personal training history and certificates 
 

If you don’t already have an account, it only takes a few minutes to set one up—and it’s 

well worth it. 
Thank you! 

Mike 
 

Michael A. Mantione 

FAASTeam Program Manager 

 

FAA Office AFG-ROC-FSDO-23 

1 Airport Way, Suite 110 

Rochester, NY  14624 

Office: (585) 436-3880 ext. 3835 

Cell: (585) 895-1097 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1+Airport+Way,+Suite+110+%0D%0A+Rochester,+NY+14624+%0D%0A+Office:+(585?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1+Airport+Way,+Suite+110+%0D%0A+Rochester,+NY+14624+%0D%0A+Office:+(585?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1+Airport+Way,+Suite+110+%0D%0A+Rochester,+NY+14624+%0D%0A+Office:+(585?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1+Airport+Way,+Suite+110+%0D%0A+Rochester,+NY+14624+%0D%0A+Office:+(585?entry=gmail&source=g


 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 



Unlimited Aviation 
5502 NY 104, William Sodus, NY 14589 

 

 

Unlimited Aviation in Sodus, NY, is your premier, one-stop flight training 
destination. Whether you’re pursuing a CFI spin endorsement, flight review, upset 

recovery and spin training, aerobatics, instrument proficiency, or breathtaking 
helicopter tours and instruction — we’ve got you covered. 

 
Our diverse fleet includes a Piper Cherokee 180 for instrument proficiency training, spin 

training or flight reviews; a Pitts S-2B for aerobatics, spin/upset & prevention/recovery, or 
just plain old fun; and an Enstrom helicopter (in partnership with BAC Helicopters) for 

rotorcraft training and scenic tours. 
 

With over 11,000 hours, 25 years as a captain at the world’s largest fractional operator, a 
regional aerobatic champion, formation-flying, and warbird experience, Don brings 

exceptional real-world expertise to every lesson. Having flown everything from 
experimental homebuilts and helicopters to long-range corporate jets, he delivers powerful, 

personalized training that is truly unique and transformative for each pilot he teaches. 

 

Don Henry donphenry@gmail.com 

https://unlimitedaviation.org/contact 
 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:donphenry@gmail.com
https://unlimitedaviation.org/contact


 
 



 
 

 

Rainbow Air Tourism Center 
56 Acheson Drive 

Niagara Falls, NY 14303, USA 

 
When was the last time you took your out-of-town guests on a helicopter tour of 

Niagara Falls?  Take flight in the new Airbus H130 helicopters from the new home 
of Rainbow Air!  

 
(716) 284-2800 

https://www.rainbowairinc.com/ 
info@rainbowairinc.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EAA Chapter 674 Upcoming Events 
 

Our EAA meetings are usually at the GVA (Gains Valley Airport) club house.  At times, it is 

at a member’s home or hanger to show their project's progress.  We also try to do 
technical demos like welding, riveting and such for our younger members. 

 President: John Tower 585 283-1762 
 Treasurer: Jean (John) Depatie 585 589-0358 

 

https://www.facebook.com/p/Gaines-Valley-Aviation-100069383616047/ 

 

 

https://www.rainbowairinc.com/
mailto:info@rainbowairinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/p/Gaines-Valley-Aviation-100069383616047/


 
 

https://niagaraaerospacemuseum.org/visit-the-museum/ 

 
Open Saturday and Sunday 11-4PM and by appointment.  

 
The Niagara Aerospace Museum, located to the left of the terminal at the Niagara 

Falls Airport, recently celebrated its 25th year documenting the incredible aviation 
and space history of Western New York, ranging from the rocket engine that lifted 

all twelve Apollo astronauts off the moon to the Bell X-1 that Chuck Yeager flew to 
break the sound barrier 

 

 
 

WNY AeroMail issue #109 
 

Please note that e-Mail submissions of any type for the next issue of WNY 

AeroMail must have “#109 ” in the subject line.  You do not need the quotation 
marks but you do need to have a space after the number 109.  Send submissions 

by February 26th. to Both christopher.koch@gmail.com & magman366@gmail.com 
 

Also:  Clicking “reply” to this monthly copy of WNY AeroMail sends your response to 

a non-monitored e-Mail address.  Please use our e-Mail addresses above. 
 

Secondly, “for sale” ads will run for three issues maximum unless the ads are 
revised and updated. 

 
Thanks, Chris 

 

 

 

 

https://niagaraaerospacemuseum.org/visit-the-museum/
mailto:christopher.koch@gmail.com
mailto:magman366@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

New LSA ruling investment opportunity 
 

We are seeking seed money to launch a crowd funding program, or direct 
investment support to manufacture a game changing LSA (hybrid) 4 seat complex 

aircraft, Kit to certified. Designed for efficiency, performance, comfort, occupant 
safety (BRS), and low manufacturing cost.  Scalable design for Drone applications 

and/or pressurized and larger non LSA future consideration.  Current model has 9' 
wing span.  Details are available after an NDA has been signed. 

 
585-738-8264 Darrell Panike 

darrellpanike@gmail.com 

mailto:darrellpanike@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

Modernization of Special Airworthiness Certification (MOSIAC) 
 

Key Changes in the MOSAIC Rule: 

 Aircraft Capabilities: 

 Increased Speed: MOSAIC allows for higher maximum speeds for light-sport aircraft, 

potentially up to 250 knots. 

 More Complex Systems: The rule permits more advanced systems, including retractable 

landing gear, constant-speed propellers, and various propulsion systems like electric and 

hybrid options. 

 Increased Size: MOSAIC allows for aircraft with up to four seats, though sport pilots will still 

be limited to carrying one passenger, according to the FAA. 

 Stall Speed: The rule is based on a clean stall speed, with a likely cap between 54 and 63 

knots. 

 Weight: By permitting higher stall speeds, the proposal would bring aircraft weighing as much 

as 3,000 pounds within the LSA regulatory framework, says the FAA. 

  

 Pilot Privileges: 

 Potential for Simplified Medicals: The MOSAIC rule may maintain sport pilot privileges, 

potentially allowing pilots to operate expanded LSA capabilities without a medical certificate, 

though this remains under review. 

 Endorsements: Pilots may need specific endorsements for certain aircraft features or 

operations, like night flying or operating aircraft with more complex systems.  

 

See:  https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/MOSAIC_Final_Rule_Issuance.pdf 
 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-
news/2025-10-30-as-mosaic-rule-kicks-in 

 
https://planeandpilotmag.com/mosaic-briefing/ 

 

 

 
 

Helpful Basic Med Links 
 

https://www.aopa.org/advocacy/pilots/medical/basicmed 

https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/faa-proposes-rule-enhance-safety-and-performance-light-sport-aircraft
https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/MOSAIC_Final_Rule_Issuance.pdf
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/2025-10-30-as-mosaic-rule-kicks-in
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/2025-10-30-as-mosaic-rule-kicks-in
https://planeandpilotmag.com/mosaic-briefing/
https://www.aopa.org/advocacy/pilots/medical/basicmed


https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certification/basic_med/ 

 
Here is the form for your Doctor to complete: 

https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Form/FAA_Form_8700-2_.pdf 

 

December 2024 changes made through the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024: 

- Pilots can carry up to six passengers, increasing the total number of 

occupants in the aircraft to seven 

- Takeoff weight increased from 6,000 lbs. to 12,500 lbs. 

- Pilot examiners can conduct flight checks in aircraft covered by BasicMed 

- The duration of the comprehensive medical examination is determined using 

calendar months 

Transport category rotorcraft certified to airworthiness standards under part 29 are not 
covered by BasicMed 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS FOR LEASE, SALE OR WANTED 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

FOR SALE/RENT/RENT TO OWN 
 

HANGAR AND SHARE AT CLARENCE AERODROME (D51) 

 

   
 

https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certification/basic_med/
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Form/FAA_Form_8700-2_.pdf


A share in Clarence Aerodrome entitles the owner to one twenty-fifth ownership in 

the airport. In addition, the owner is entitled to buy or build a hangar which he 
owns separately from the ownership of the share. 

 
This offer is for a combined share and hangar. The hangar is approximately 1,900 

square feet, comprised of a 40’ X 40’ building and a 17’ X 17’ addition. It has water 
and electric service and a concrete floor. The door is electrically operated. The 

hangar is fully insulated and includes a 100,000 BTU oil fired furnace. It also has 
second floor storage. 

 
Call: Bob Dispenza 

(716) 291-8685 
 

 

 

 

Have you always wanted to own an Airport? 
 
Hamburg Airport and adjacent land will be listed For Sale soon, interested parties 

contact Rob Gannon at gannon@hamburgairport.us for details.  This would be a 

great opportunity for a group of airplane owners! 
 

 

 

FOR SALE 

 
N11721 

 
1972 Bellanca Citabria 7KCAB - $65,000 

TT: 7774.97    SMOH: 2002.37 
Complete maintenance logbooks 

Last annual 03/04/2025 
Compressions: 1) 76 2) 76 3) 78 4) 78 

All ADs complied with 
Located in KGVQ, Batavia, NY 

Engine: Lycoming IO-320-E2A 150HP 
Inverted fuel-oil system 

Wooden spars and fabric in great shape. 
A well-loved airplane always hangared and taken care of by its only 3 owners. 

Modifications: 

-Schweizer tailhook system 
-IFR 

-uAvionix skyBeacon ADSB-Out 
Reason for sale: lack of use 

Ready for sale and ferry anywhere within the CONUS. 
Tailwheel endorsement and insurance checkout training available. 

mailto:gannon@hamburgairport.us


For further information including photos,  

please contact Eloy at 585 719 5988 or eyaguespaude@gmail.com or 
https://wingsandwheels.com/1972-bellanca-citabria-7kcab-towplane.html 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Aries in Flight Ground School Services - My name is Elisabeth Tate.  I am an 

Advanced Ground Instructor.  I offer affordable lessons online via Zoom or in-
person at Akron-Jesson FBO.  Please visit my website for more information and 

contact information.  https://elisabethtate.wixsite.com/ariesinflight 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 
 

 
Cherokees, 172s and other aircraft for sale wanted.  Send details to Ron at 

Magman366@gmail.com who will relay to buyers.  
 

Lycoming O-235C, contact Ron Ciura: magman366@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:eyaguespaude@gmail.com
https://wingsandwheels.com/1972-bellanca-citabria-7kcab-towplane.html
https://elisabethtate.wixsite.com/ariesinflight
mailto:Magman366@gmail.com


We Highly Recommend: 
 

 
 

Visit Niagara Aerospace Museum’s website:  https://niagaraaerospacemuseum.org/ 
 

 
Do you periodically read “Vectors for Safety”?  Join Gene Benson’s mailing list:  

https://www.genebenson.com/#join-my-mailing-list  Also check out his websites at 
https://www.vectorsforsafety.com/ and https://www.genebenson.com/ 

 
 

If you don’t receive the monthly Akron Flyer newsletter, contact Allen Kidder 
AllenKidder@Gmail.com  and request to be placed on the subscription list or simply 

signup on the website:  https://www.akronairportny.com/newsletter-signup 

 
 

Akron Airport’s website:  https://www.akronairportny.com/ and 
https://www.airnav.com/airport/9G3 

 
 

Check out the National Warplane Museum in Geneseo, NY - 
https://nationalwarplanemuseum.com/ 

 
 

Wings Flights of Hope:  https://www.wingsflight.org 
 

 
Further info on abandoned Airfields:  www.airfields-freeman.com 

 

 
Jeff Brook’s “My Fokker DVII Project” - 

http://www.theaerodrome.com/forum/showthread.php?t=24887 
 

 
Mike Busch’s Savvy Aviation:  https://www.savvyaviation.com/about-us/ 

 

 

 

 
Notes from Ron Ciura (the Reporter): 

 

https://niagaraaerospacemuseum.org/
https://www.genebenson.com/#join-my-mailing-list
https://www.genebenson.com/
mailto:AllenKidder@Gmail.com
https://www.akronairportny.com/newsletter-signup
https://www.akronairportny.com/
https://nationalwarplanemuseum.com/
https://www.wingsflight.org/
http://www.airfields-freeman.com/
http://www.theaerodrome.com/forum/showthread.php?t=24887
https://www.savvyaviation.com/about-us/


 
 

 

 

 
We are looking for local aviation history and articles!  Send them to Ron Ciura at 

Magman366@Gmail.com. 
 

We all know that WNY has many unique Aircraft, Pilots & Stories.  If you know of 
anything unique, please send it to Magman366@gmail.com 

 
Some AeroMail points you should know: 

 
 If you have a message you wish to have added to AeroMail then send it to me 

- the earlier the better. 
 Advertisements will be posted for three issues unless you request an 

extension. 
 If you wish to respond to any content, contact the content provider, not Ron 

Ciura! 

 If you no longer wish to receive the "Aviation-Only Mail" please let me know 
why & I will subsequently remove you from the List. 

 
Thanks, 

Ron 
 

“Flying is a hobby I participate in to prevent becoming wealthy!” 

 

"A mile of highway gets you nowhere - A mile of runway gets you everywhere" 
 

 
 

 

mailto:Magman366@Gmail.com
mailto:Magman366@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Production Editor:    Christopher Koch  christopher.koch@gmail.com 

mailto:christopher.koch@gmail.com

